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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Patience leads to abundant understanding, but impatience leads to stupid mistakes.   

- Proverbs 14:29 (Common English Bible) 
 

It's hard to be patient!  I think we like to pretend that we're better at being patient as we age, 

but is that really true?  I think sometimes we want to convince ourselves of this, but I suspect 

one of two things is actually the case.  1) As we age, we can give the illusion of being patient 

because ultimately we have more power and agency to force things to happen on our own 

timelines.  2) As we grow older, we do develop a greater sense that this is one moment among 

many moments over the course of our lives and this moment, too, will come to an end and 

something new will come to the forefront of our minds and lives.  But neither 1) nor 2) truly 

demonstrate that we have acquired a deep sense of patience. 
 

And what is patience anyway?  The dictionary defines patience as the capacity to accept or 

tolerate delay, trouble, or suffering without getting angry or upset.  So, in a moment like this 

one, let's name that for many, if not most, our patience is wearing thin.   
 

For some it is the loss of patience in the midst of uncertainty.  Will in-person school resume this 

Fall, what will it look like if it does?  Everyone with children at home, even some grandparents, 

and especially all educators are trying to make sense of living in a world of unknowns.   
 

For some it is the loss of patience in wanting to resume routines that feel normal.  "I don't want 

to be with big crowds, I understand that is risky, but I want to be able to go to church."  Going 

physically to the church building and seeing folks that we consider to be practically family (you 

certainly hear me use sibling language all the time, see my greeting above) has been an en-

grained routine and many of you are impatient to restore these routines without considering 

that in interest of safety the church is not a zone of immunity or without risk.  There are ways to 

be together, but many of our habits may need to look different for a good while longer and 

thus may need to adapt to different ways of doing and being. 
 

For some it is the loss of contact and connection that you rely upon to keep going.  And so 

there is the impatience in creating totally different ways of staying in touch with each other 

that we've never needed to be so intentional about before.  We want these changes now, but 

it takes time to completely reorient (and redevelop) ways to do this. 
 

So I lift up this pithy little line from Proverbs before us as we head into July.  Patience can offer 

us insight and knowledge of others that help build us, as people of faith, into stronger commu-

nity with both God and each other.  But impatiently rushing ahead without heed to the variety 

of needs within the midst of this family of faith at Kernersville Moravian Church and being mind-

ful of our charge to care for one another - especially the least of these, the weakest, the 

youngest, the oldest - is not the wisest course of action. 
 

And I ask us to travel these days in patience with one another, stopping often to ask how the 

needs, concerns, and desires of not only those who see and think like I do, but especially how 

those who feel differently from me are seeing and thinking in this moment.  And I might remind 

you that this sort of faithful patience is worth remembering on a variety of issues, not just those 

issues that the Covid-19 pandemic is creating for us.   
 

May we seek to have the patience that Christ demonstrates... Think of Jesus in that last meal on 

the beach with Peter - the one who denied a relationship with Jesus is forgiven and entrusted 

to lead the emerging church.  That's the sort of patience that God lives out and invites us to live 

out too. 
 

in peace, 

Christy 



  

 

 

 

Beginning on July 5 @ 9am (weather permitting) a 45 minute long weekly 

worship service will resume gathering in the grassy area beyond the 

playground and Family Shelter.  We encourage casual, comfortable 

dress for these services.  

 

We will continue to offer a full online worship service made available to 

you at 8:30am every Sunday morning. Those receiving a weekly mailed 

packet will also continue to have this shared each week. 

 

In the event of rain, the outdoor service will be canceled, but the online service will be ready and available for all 

to participate in. 

 

How to prepare for our Outdoor Worship: 

1.  Check the weather or the scrolling banner on our church website, if rain seems imminent, we will cancel. 

2.  Plan to wear a mask or a face covering. If you don’t have one, we are prepared with masks to share with you. 

 Exceptions: Children under age 2. 

          Individuals medically advised not to wear a mask. 

3. Bring a lawn chair, blanket, or towel to sit on.  

 You will be seated in the grassy area beyond the family shelter, so prepare accordingly. 

 

What to do when you arrive for our Outdoor Worship: 

While you are on the grounds, we ask you to practice social distancing and maintain 6 ft between one another.  

1. Park and head toward the paved sidewalk that travels beside the Activity Building and between the  

 Family Shelter and playground where you see greeters waiting for you 

2. Please check in with our Greeters, they will be prepared to answer any questions and on July 5 provide you with 

 a Communion Kit for use during our service.  They will also have masks if you didn’t come with one. 

 A basket for any offerings to be placed in will also be available here. 

3.  An Usher will then assist you in finding an open spot to sit in the marked seating beyond the Family Shelter in the 

 grassy area.  One household will be seated per marked square. 

 
What to expect during our Outdoor Worship: 

Worship:  will be kept intentionally simple, with call and response types of liturgy, Scripture readings, sermon, and 

prayers that can be shared in without a printed order at first.  Music will be in the form of instrumental times of reflec-

tion.  

 

Communion:  is scheduled to be included on July 5 and August 9.  You will receive Communion elements in a pre-

packaged kit upon arrival at these services.  At the appropriate time, you will be invited to open your communion 

kits and partake after Pastor Christy has consecrated them during the service.  You will all commune at the same 

time where you are seated. 

 

Offering:  you will have an opportunity to drop off tithes and offerings in a basket as you arrive or depart from these 

services.  We still encourage you give online or through an electronic banking option if you are able to do so. 

 

Restrooms:  in the Family Shelter will be open and function as single person stalls during these services.  A greeter will 

be stationed by the restrooms to allow only one person at a time (or a family unit) to use them.  

 

Family Shelter & Playground:  will remain closed during worship services. 

Parking Lot 



What can YOU do right now?  Choose active involvement. 

• If you have an email address, make sure that you are getting the regular email news 

that we send out.  We may not have your email address, it may be incorrect, or we may 

need to help you prevent our emails from landing in your “Junk” mailbox.  Call the 

church office and let’s work together to get you the messages we are sending out. 

• If you don’t have access to digital information (like the email news) or our online worship 

services, you should be on our weekly mailing list during this time.  Please call the church 

office and get on this list so you receive the news of what’s happening in the congrega-

tion. 

• Please read the information that we send out.  If we don’t repeat the same information 

for weeks on end, it is because in essence the same basic information continues to be 

true. 

 

Consider giving alternative ways of connecting a chance.  Even as we begin to offer a few 

limited opportunities at the church, we are able to encounter each other and fellowship 

through conference calls.  We have small groups meeting in this way too - Adult Enrichment 

Sunday School Class, Disciple Bible Study, several committees.   

 
Canned Good Drive/VBS Service Projects 

During July, our Saturday Canned Goods Drop partners with our VBS Service Projects! 

Here are the week by week invitations to participate through driving by and dropping items 

off on Saturdays between 9am-11am at the entrance to our Activity Building... 

 
On Saturdays 7/4 & 7/11 - 

Diaper Drive for Imprints Cares - Pull-ups and Diaper Sizes 4, 5, & 6 

All food donations these weeks will be split between Crisis Control Kernersville and Sunnyside 

Ministry 

Especially consider the July focus items:  peanut butter & jelly 

 
On Saturday 7/18 - 

City with Dwellings Complete Snack Bags or Items for Packing Snack Bags 

Suggested Items for these bags are: 

Water bottles 

Individually packaged crackers or granola bars 

Tangerines, grapes, or individual serving applesauce pouches  

Beanie Weenies or Vienna Sausages 

Napkins & plastic utensils 

You may bring multiples items of any quantity for us to fill bags or you may pre-pack com-

plete snack bags for this in gallon sized Ziplock bags (one item per line above makes up a 

complete snack bag).  

 

*Every week any general food donations will be received and continue going to our food 

agencies. 

 

*We ask that everyone remain in their vehicles and have their donations ready for a volun-

teer to reach in and grab out of your backseat or from the back of your vehicle. 



Church Campus Guidelines 

These are the guidelines we ask you to follow on the 

church campus during this time: 

• Office hours are 8:00 am to 12:00 noon, Monday 

through Friday.  

• You can reach staff by phone at (336) 993-3620 

between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, please leave a mes-

sage if your call is not immediately answered.  

• Persons may enter the building through the park-

ing lot entrance from Cherry Street only, for church 

business or deliveries.  

• Social visits are still discouraged during this time 

and we recommend making appointments for nec-

essary visits. 

BUSINESS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED ACCORDING TO 

THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS:  

• Please come to the office only for business that 

requires personal presence.  

• Telephone or Internet are still preferred when 

possible.  

• Visitors should be masked. If you do not have a 

mask, one will be provided to you.  

• You will be asked to sign in during your visit to the 

building to help us keep track of our comings and 

goings and which areas of the building have been 

accessed for our heightened cleaning needs during 

this time.  

• If someone is already there, you may be asked 

to wait outside.  

• Touchless Hand Sanitizer stations will be installed 

soon, please make sure to use them and remember 

to wash your hands with soap and water frequently, 

especially following visits to public spaces like our 

church.  

• We ask that social distancing of at least 6ft. be 

maintained unless individuals are part of the same 

household.  

• The minimum number of people necessary to 

accomplish business should be admitted, typically 

only one.  

• Conduct business as expeditiously as possible.  

Please know that there is no way to completely miti-

gate risk on the church campus, we are asking for 

folks to follow these expectations as the best ways 

we have of reducing the risk of exposure.  We ask 

you to sign in for contact tracing in the event that 

someone contracts Covid-19 and we need to notify 

those who may have been exposed. 

Forming Small Groups: 

As a larger community, collectively we have 

lots of outdoor spaces that could allow us to 

have many small groups meet at a variety of 

times. You have yards, patios and porches 

and we soon hope to offer the ability for 

some small group gatherings to be possible 

under the Pavilion or spread out in the front 

room of the Activity Building. 

 

Moravians met in house churches for a hun-

dred years during our hidden seed period be

- tween the 1620s and the 1720s. We contin-

ued to gather in small house gatherings that 

we called choirs as the Moravian Church en-

tered its renewal period in the 1720s. Those 

choir groupings based on age, life status, 

and gender were significant to our faith 

communities well into the 1800s. This seems a 

perfect time to think about re-creating this 

significant small group gathering practice. 

We are looking for hosts who have a yard, 

patio, deck or open porch who might be 

willing to invite 6-7 additional folks to join 

them in a group in an outdoor space at your 

home.  
We are also looking for those who would like 

to participate in a small group on a weekly 

or every other week basis that would typical-

ly take place in an open, outdoor setting. 

These gatherings could be a space to share 

in our online worship offering in a small 

group, to share in a Bible, sermon, or book 

study discussion together, or to create a sup-

portive community for those who opt in. A 

large Sunday School class could break out 

into a few small groups formed from within it. 

Please call the office to sign up as either a 

host or a participant. You can also let us 

know of your interest by filling out the form 

found here: 

https://forms.gle/U1jpmS9ZniJDPQGF7. 

 

While we look for ways that allow Sunday 

School Classes, Women’s Fellowship Circles, 

or other Bible Study groups to move in-

to larger spaces and vary their meeting 

times to spread out our use of outdoor spac-

es and eventually indoor ones, we need 

ways for small groups to be a community of 

support for all who would like to take part. 

https://forms.gle/U1jpmS9ZniJDPQGF7


Joint Board Highlights - June 

The Joint Board convened on June 3rd, 8th, and 22nd via Zoom to discuss matters of the congregation. 

 

June 3rd: 

• A review of the survey findings were initially discussed.  120 responses to the congregational survey were 

compiled.  Particular attention was focused on the responses given to Question 4 (What do you think KMC 

could do that would best support you during these days?).  

 76 respondents indicated that it was very to somewhat important to continue offering an online 

wor ship option during this time.   

 57 respondents indicated that it was very to somewhat important to offer some form of in-person 

wor ship gathering.   

 54 respondents indicated that it was very to somewhat important to have opportunities for small 

 groups to gather safely.   

• Based on our review of these responses, we set our priorities for next steps accordingly.   

 Continue online worship, investigate and take steps to install equipment needed to do this long-

term. 

 Make plans for an outdoor worship service offering as a first step toward restoring in-person wor-

ship. 

 Begin to help the congregation think about and choose to participate in small group  offer-

ings, preferably in groups less than 10 but possibly as large as 20-25. 

 

The recommended guidelines proposal on reopening the office and church grounds from the Safety and Se-

curity Committee was reviewed and adopted. 

 

June 8th: 

• Following our initial review of the survey information and the priority suggestions from June 3rd, we con-

vened and decided to affirm the priorities set during our discussion on June 3rd. 

• Suggestions were offered to Christy about the communication that the Joint Board wished to offer to the 

congregation about both the guidelines for reopening the office and church grounds. 

• A review of the personal protective equipment and sanitizing plans being considered for use around the 

church was offered, bringing everyone up to speed on the timeline for many of these items to be on hand. 

 

June 22nd: 

• Per the request made at November 2019 Church Council regarding the suspension of the rules and regula-

tions of the congregation as concerns the number of officers serving on the Elders and Trustees, the Joint 

Board gave permission for the convening of an Executive Committee of the Joint Board (Chair and Vice-

Chair of both Elders and Trustees - Christy, Criss, Eddie, and Harold) to begin studying and drafting a pro-

posal regarding the Boards' structure and function.  The Executive Committee will draft and report back to 

the Joint Board in this process before bringing a recommendation to the congregation at large. 

• A proposal for holding outdoor worship services to begin on July 5 was presented from the Safety and Se-

curity Committee and approved unanimously. 

• A proposal for reopening the Preschool and risk mitigation guidelines was presented from the Preschool 

Board and tentatively approved pending additional information being finalized and shared with the Joint 

Board.  This Preschool reopening proposal also requires the approval of a special preschool taskforce 

formed by the PEC for reviewing all preschool reopening proposals in Moravian Church Southern Province 

congregations. 

• Harold Young offered a financial update on the current state of the congregation's contributions vs. ex-

penses as of end of May. 

 As of the end of May, we have received $149,166 in general contributions since January 1. 

 As of the end of May, we have budgeted expenditures of $187,444 since January 1. 

 If we include additional receipts for general fund use beyond contributions, the operating funds 

(unrestricted giving, reimbursements, and member contributions) for year to date as of May 31 

were $171,939, showing a shortfall of $15,133. 

 Based on an analysis of giving thus far this year, our contributions suffered significantly during 

March and have begun to rebound in April and May, but not enough to offset the impact of 

March's loss. 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the Joint Board is set for July 13 at 7pm. 



Do You Sew?  We need help to prepare facemasks… 

We have precut kits of fabric, elastic, and directions ready to be picked up and sewn into face 

masks available in the church office for pick-up from Jen by appointment. We will also 

have these kits available to be picked up on Saturdays from 9-11am during our food-

drop for Crisis Control.  Once you have completed sewing the masks in your kit, you 

can drop them back off in the church office for us to distribute to members who can 

benefit from having them. 

Kristin Halbert 

Laura Smith                                                   

Lilly Tyson                                    

Mac McInville 

Crystal Laverde                

Brad Sherrill                                  

Syretta Simmons 

Priscilla Baumgardner       

Mike Long       

Tonia Crews 

Evan Cooke 

Herman James 

Tabatha Kavalew 

Lessy McCauley 

Claire Coffey 

Jeannine Buffey 

Mike Stone 

John D. Gignac 

Bobbie Hendrick 

Donna Lynn Schinneck 

Sailor Moses 

Will & Lauren Lewis 

Ronnie Yow 

Bethany Smith 

Mark Hoppe  

Joshua Brent 

Robert Leese 

Elaine Frost 

Cady & Jonathan Williams  

Mike Gauldin                                                   

Linda Kirkman                                                                   

David Teague 

Hilda Richardson                                                        

Jeannie Rowland                                                                                                                                                

Betty Hollifield                                                                            

Jill Vestal                                                                                                                     

Dick and Jo Larrimore                                                         

Jean Pierce                             

Bill Milstead                                                                          

Linda Holder 

Harold Atkins 

Sherry Evans   

Prayer Concerns from Friends & Family 

Boy Scouts: 

 

Happy summer from Troop 944!  

- Boys will be attending camp July 5-11. However, there will be many modifications and changes at 

camp for safety from Covid-19.  

- Scouts will continue to meet throughout the summer via zoom meetings every other week.  

- Scouts also have the opportunity to take online courses to complete merit badges so they don’t 

get behind while social distancing. If you would like to contribute to help pay for these classes that 

are offered to the scouts for free, you may do so here:  

https://www.ravenknob.com/donation 

 

Thank you again for your continued blessings and support! 

 
Girl Scouts: 

 

Our Girl Scouts look forward to the time when it is safe to meet back at church, and we can install a 

fire safety tool kit by the fire pit. In the meantime, we’re enjoying virtual summer camps available 

from the Girl Scouts Carolinas Peaks to Piedmont council. All girls are welcome to participate in 

these activities, even if they’re not Girl Scouts. Learn more at www.girlscoutsp2p.org.  

Prayer Concerns from Church Members 

https://www.ravenknob.com/donation
http://www.girlscoutsp2p.org


 BALLOU, Zachary 07/01 

 OERTER, Peter  07/01 

 GIGNAC Jr., Dave 07/03 

 GREEN, Alexander 07/03 

 OAKES, Carol 07/03 

 TUCK, Zane 07/04 

 CHATMAN, Pete 07/06 

 GIGNAC, Stormie 07/06 

 TEAGUE, Brenda 07/06 

 WALKER, Savannah  

              07/06 

 HEWITT, Patti 07/07 

 HOLBROOK, Vince 07/08 

 JOHNSTON Jr., George 

              07/08 

 PETTIFORD, Natalie 07/08 

 ROGERS, Everly 07/08 

 HORNER, Amy 07/09 

 ELLIOTT, Amanda 07/10 

 EVANS, Sherry 07/10 

 PRICE, Beth 07/10 

 ROBERTS, Ronnie 07/10 

 WEBB, Alisha 07/10 

 WILMOTH, Delilah 07/12 

 GREEN, Maria 07/13 

 HARBOUR, Larry 07/13 

 WILLIARD, Sally 07/13 

 SMITH, Tony 07/14 

 ATKINS, Nita 07/15 

 GRUBBS, Rick 07/17 

 SMITH Jr, Michael 07/18 

 ATKINS, Daniel 07/19 

 BARTH, Deborah 07/19 

 COLEMAN, Tate 07/19 

 LEMMINGS, Nikki 07/19 

 SWAIN, Douglas 07/19 

 FLANAGAN, Jack 07/20 

 HEIST, Sandra 07/20 

 SMITH, Evan 07/21 

 HOLBROOK, William  

             07/22 

 GENTRY-JENNINGS,  

   Stacey        07/23 

 GOZA, Sallie 07/23 

 ELLER, Destiny 07/24 

 DANIELS Jr, Patrick 07/25 

 SMITH, Joshua 07/25 

 BODSFORD, Leah 07/26 

 SMITHERMAN, John 07/26 

 MEMORY, Jessica 07/28 

 NIEUWENHUIS, George 

              07/28 

 GIBSON, Terry 07/30 

 HOLDER, Linda 07/30 

 OPPEL, Hunter 07/30 

 ROGERS, Benjamin 07/30 

 SLADE, Jessica 07/30 

 FLANAGAN, Rowan  

             07/31 
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