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Dear Brother and Sisters, 

 

There’s really no good way to say it.  This is hard.  Achingly, stunningly, 

all-consumingly hard.  It is hard from early every morning until late 

every night trying to figure out the right things to do to navigate car-

ing for just our little part of the Kernersville community in the midst of 

an outbreak of an easily social transmissible virus.   

 

It isn’t a job I carry alone, your Joint Board carries it alongside of 

me.  Every pastor, board member, and PEC member in the Moravian 

Church and every other denomination around us carries it alongside 

of us.  We have all been listening to the same advice about the great 

risks of singing as a large gathered group in the last couple of 

weeks.  We are trying to make sense of the ways to sanitize our build-

ings and implement new and more thorough cleaning protocols we 

must follow.  We are scrambling to build the infrastructure needed to 

keep offering an online worship service long-term, instead of having 

me spend 10+ hours every week managing the behind the scenes 

work of video editing and post-production tasks to make it possible for 

you to have a worship service online.  We aren’t trembling in fear; we 

aren’t blindly following everything someone else is telling us to do.  We 

ARE stunned by the complexities of sorting through all the details of 

developing plans that can keep each and every one of you physical-

ly and emotionally safe and cared for to the best of our ability.  We 

ARE doing the best that we can to hear many different viewpoints 

and listen for God’s voice to guide us. 

 

Why are we not jumping at the chance to gather?  Why haven’t we 

done or offered more? 

 

I have no choice but to be blunt, so, here it is.  You were not in a 

healthy place as a congregation when we received the cautionary 

guidance that large gatherings were being discouraged back on 

March 12.  You were a congregation nearly paralyzed in frustration, 

anger, hurt, grief, and sorrow.  You were broken, ragged, and frag-

mented. 



Some hopeful souls floated above the fray, while others lamented over anything and eve-

rything that wasn’t going as it should.  Many of you came and shared with me, I give thanks 

for that.  Some of you still needed to get onto my schedule.  Others didn’t make an at-

tempt to talk with me.  Communication was a major breakdown and stumbling block be-

fore I ever arrived.  There is a very limited sense of shared identity and purpose among 

you.   

 

Some of you already know all this.  Some of you want to imagine that all of that doesn’t 

matter.  But it matters.  And we can’t pretend it doesn’t exist.  We can’t simply say, “Well if 

the pastor just did X, everything would fix itself.” Friends, it wouldn’t matter who the pastor 

was, the work is everyone’s to carry out and no one person can fix it.  The journey of discov-

ery you’re on as a congregation is about recognizing who you actually are.  And I’m your 

companion to help you see yourselves more clearly and begin planning how you can be-

come the congregation that you most uniquely have the capacity to be. 

 

But we were just reaching the stage in the process for seeking a shared identity and pur-

pose when everything was disrupted - at church and everywhere else in our lives.  This has 

been a wildly challenging time for every church and every person.  For this group of disci-

ples, this part of the body of Christ, it has been even more so.  Our struggles and challenges 

as a community make it even harder to team up and reimagine ways for us to come to-

gether in a time that demands we do things differently.  Consider that this may be a time 

for mourning those things that are breaking your hearts and a time for discovering how you 

can be God’s healing balm by investing yourselves in the opportunities that you do have.   

 

When we are ready to begin slowly reopening our buildings over the weeks ahead, we will 

be using and interacting in them differently for now.  Every action we are taking is being 

taken with the sort of care for the least and the most vulnerable among us that Jesus 

taught.  Yes, we are taking it slow, but we aren’t the only ones who are. 

 

Think about it… Most of our congregation members are in one of the higher risk categories 

that suggest continued precaution in their activities.  Good guidance still suggests that we 

should have no more than 10 people involved in a gathering indoors.   

A slightly larger gathering is possible outdoors, but only out in direct sunlight while observing 

at least 6ft. of physical distancing between households.  When we do begin to gather, our 

gatherings will look and feel different from what you are accustomed to experiencing, but 

we need each of you to be gentle and loving with one another - engaging where you feel 

you can, supporting those who don’t feel ready yet.  And in everything remembering that 

you are the church, worshiping God and loving your neighbors as yourselves in all your ac-

tions.  Through this we will find our hope and our way into the future God is creating among 

us now. 

 

May the deep and abiding peace of Christ be with you, 

Pastor Christy 



What can YOU do right now?  Choose active involvement. 

We’re not having an in-person gathering for worship, and maybe that was your primary 

place of engagement before, but that’s not the only way that you can engage… 

 If you have an email address, make sure that you are getting the regular email news 

that we send out.  We may not have your email address, it may be incorrect, or we may 

need to help you prevent our emails from landing in your “Junk” mailbox.  Call the church 

office and let’s work together to get you the messages we are sending out. 

 If you don’t have access to digital information (like the email news) or our online worship 

services, you should be on our weekly mailing list during this time.  Please call the church of-

fice and get on this list so you receive the news of what’s happening in the congregation. 

 Please read the information that we send out.  If we don’t repeat the same information 

for weeks on end, it is because in essence the same basic information continues to be true. 

Consider giving alternative ways of connecting a chance.  Even as we begin to offer a few 

limited opportunities at the church, we are able to encounter each other and fellowship 

through conference calls.  We have small groups meeting in this way too - Adult Enrichment 

Sunday School Class, Disciple Bible Study, several committees.  We are doing a telephone 

and video conference VBS engagement for ALL AGES to give everyone a chance to par-

ticipate in something together. 

 

 
Sunday Zoom Fellowship - Join in at 12 Noon for our weekly “virtual” coffee fellowship 

You do not have to have a computer or internet access to do this, you can simply call in 

using your home telephone and be able to hear everyone’s voices and share in our con-

versation.  The following information will allow you to connect on any of the Sundays in 

June.  If you need tech support to give this a try, please contact Jen in the church office 

and she will try to walk you through this. 

 

From any telephone: 

Dial by your location - +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)  

or +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

When prompted to enter it, the Meeting ID is: 889 7965 8570 

 

From a computer, tablet, or smart phone with video capability: 

Join Zoom Meeting - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88979658570 

Meeting ID: 889 7965 8570 

 

From a smart phone with just a voice connection: 

One tap mobile - +13017158592,,88979658570# US (Germantown) 

(there is a logo file for this attached) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88979658570


Do You Sew?  We need help to 

prepare facemasks… 

If you might have a willingness to 

follow a pattern and do some 

sewing, please contact Jen in 

the Church Office and we’ll con-

nect you with others.  

 

If you’re curious and want to learn more on your 

own, you can visit https://

www.projectmaskws.org.  The “Helpful Infor-

mation” tab on their site is particularly helpful as 

this group has had their pattern and fabric rec-

ommendations tested and approved by Wake 

Forest Baptist Health for efficacy.  This is a pro-

ject that can do good for us and for our larger 

community. 

Special Stewardship Information During This Time 

Please remember that even while we are unable 

to gather in person and as we gradually begin to 

gather once again, there are many aspects of 

our congregational life that continue on and 

need the support of our financial tithes and offer-

ings during this time.  Even once we are gathering 

again in-person, it is highly unlikely that we will be 

passing an offering plate any time soon.  That 

doesn’t mean that we are not called to always 

give a portion of everything that we have to God 

in remembrance that everything we have comes 

from God or that we don’t need your tithes and 

offerings. 

 

We give thanks for all who are contributing regu-

larly and remind you that offerings can be mailed 

in to the church office or dropped off in the gold-

painted wooden collection box that has been 

placed in the Church Street Entry.  We check both 

the postbox and this collection box daily and se-

cure all contributions.  During June, we will be 

counting on June 8 and 22. 

 

We also want you to consider other easy ways to 

make offerings regularly that don’t have be to be 

handled by as many different pairs of hands.   

• If you bank online, most banks offer a bill pay 

option and you can request either a one-time 

check be paid to the church or set up recurring 

regular payments to be paid on a schedule. 

• We also have 2 online giving options: 

through the PayPal link at the bottom of our web-

site www.kernersvillemoravian.org 

through the Moravian Ministries Foundation Giving 

Portal who will process and forward all contribu-

tions through their Kernersville link directly to us. 

(Special note on this option:  the Moravian Minis-

tries Foundation will automatically send you an 

acknowledgement of your contribution through 

the portal as a transaction receipt, we will also 

record any gifts through their Portal to your giving 

statement records at KMC.  At years end, you will 

receive giving statements from both the Moravian 

Ministries Foundation and Kernersville Moravian 

Church recording your contributions - please sta-

ple these statements together for your tax profes-

sional.  We’ll remind you of this through a note on 

your statement from us.) 

Weekly Worship Packet Mailing 

If you aren’t able to worship with our con-

gregation over the internet, then you 

should make sure that you are receiving 

the weekly mailing from us.  Please call Jen 

in the Church Office to request that you be 

added to our mailing list. 

Drive Through Canned Goods & Other Needs 

Collection for Crisis Control Kernersville 

Every Saturday from 9-11am 

 

Every Saturday a small team of volunteers will 

be on site in the Cherry Street Parking Lot of the 

church to receive donations of canned goods 

and other specifically requested items to be 

shared with our partners at Crisis Control of 

Kernersville.  

 

Right now, we are especially asked to bring 

smaller containers of:  

cleaning supplies or detergent,  

shampoos and other personal hygiene items  

 

We ask that everyone remain in their vehicles 

and have their donations ready for a volunteer 

to reach in and grab out of your backseat or 

from the back of your vehicle. This is an easy 

way that we can all come together and do 

something good for our community while main-

taining safe social distancing during this time. 

https://www.projectmaskws.org
https://www.projectmaskws.org
https://kernersvillemoravian.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7baa7ff2d09ee412bf5d790d7&id=4d9d19584f&e=75df61fe29
https://kernersvillemoravian.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7baa7ff2d09ee412bf5d790d7&id=972b72535f&e=75df61fe29
https://kernersvillemoravian.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7baa7ff2d09ee412bf5d790d7&id=972b72535f&e=75df61fe29


VBS is Transforming - Everyone 

of All Ages Welcome…  

Join us for a Congregational  

Bible Adventure, our “In Your 

House” VBS 

Due to Covid-19 precautions, the Christian Edu-

cation Committee has decided to offer a Virtu-

al Congregational VBS this Summer.  We’ll have 

Zoom assembly gatherings once a week for 4 

weeks with a to-go packet of materials that ex-

pand on the theme of our Bible study during our 

Zoom calls.  We’re even working on the details 

for our program idea to become a collabora-

tion with the Union Cross and Friedland congre-

gations and the Estamos Unidos ministry. 

Who is it for? 

Everyone in our congregation is encouraged to 

participate!  

What will it be if not in person? 

This program will include a morning virtual 

“assembly” via Zoom for us to share in a Bible 

story presentation and conversation groups and 

then an invitation to take part in a service pro-

ject, an outdoor activity, and a craft or spiritual 

practice in a to-go box container that contin-

ues our engagement with the Bible Study.  You 

can connect live, and we hope you will, but 

you’ll also be able to view our Zoom gathering 

after the fact as a recording that we’ll post. 

When is this going to happen? 

Instead of one concentrated week of program-

ming, we’ve decided to have this special offer-

ing weekly on Wednesdays - June 24, July 1, Ju-

ly 8, July 15.  This gives everyone a midweek in-

jection of intentional time for your faith and lets 

our service projects and other activities stretch 

out over a week for participation. 

How can I take part? 

Register today on our website ( https://

www.kernersvillemoravian.org/vbs-2020/ ) so we 

can plan for you to have a take-out box of ac-

tivities and materials to pick up along with infor-

mation about joining in on our live assembly via 

Zoom each Wednesday.  You can also call in to 

the office to add your name to our list.  

Board News and Notes 

We’ll resume posting the highlights of our 

Elder, Trustee, and Joint Board meetings 

soon.  During this unusual time, we are pri-

marily focused on navigating this time and 

most of what might be shared in highlights 

will come in the form of the pastoral letter 

and the dates and times of events and 

programming that begins to resume.  Joint 

Board has convened April 29, May 6, May 

13, and May 20.  They will convene next on 

June 3.  Topics under discussion right now 

include: 

 

• Communication Committee is assisting 

in production of worship services as 

they investigate and consider longer 

term installed solutions that will suit our 

needs now and for the future.   

• Safety & Security Committee is working 

to establish cleaning and physical safe-

ty plans for our buildings and guidelines 

that will need to be followed as we 

consider in-person gatherings. 

• The Joint Board developed and is ac-

tively conducting a survey of our active 

membership to help us assess and plan 

for gradual regathering that is mindful 

of the congregation’s diverse needs 

and wishes.  As of printing, ⅓ of the ac-

tive congregation has participated. 

• Review and discussion of all memos 

from denominational leadership, medi-

cal and public safety recommenda-

tions from several sources, and other 

planning and discernment materials to 

help us be mindful of the guidance be-

ing offered to faith communities about 

the steps involved in safely reopening 

our buildings and hosting gatherings of 

people. 

https://www.kernersvillemoravian.org/vbs-2020/
https://www.kernersvillemoravian.org/vbs-2020/
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Priscilla Baumgardner       
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Tonia Crews 
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Robert Leese 

Mike Gauldin                                                   

The family of Lois Merck 

Linda Kirkman                                                                   

David Teague 

Hilda Richardson                                                        

Jeannie Rowland                                                                                                              

Betty Hollifield                                                                            

Jill Vestal                                                                                                                         

Dick and Jo Larrimore                                                         

Jean Pierce                             

Bill Milstead                                                                          

Linda Holder         

Elizabeth Mitchell  

  

Prayer Concerns from Friends & Family 

We Congratulate Our 2020 Graduates! 

 

Joe Bodsford 

University of North Carolina School of the Arts (UNCSA), 

Winston-Salem, NC 

BFA in Filmmaking, Focus in Animation  

Plans to move to Raleigh to pursue a career in games and entertainment 

 
Ensign Thor D. Gignac 

United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland 

BS in English 

Will be attending Naval Flight Training, Pensacola, Florida 

 
Luke Harbour 

North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 

BA in Political Science with a minor in Music Performance 

Plans to remain in Raleigh to work for the government of NC or with a private business.   

 
Davis O’Brien 

St Andrews University, Laurinburg, NC 

BA in Business and a minor in Sports Management 

He received academic All-American honors and Champion of Character award for his conference.  

Will attend graduate school at St. Andrews to pursue a master’s degree in Business. He was granted an-

other year of eligibility and will play baseball for one more year, then serve as a graduate assistant 

coach his second year. 

 
High School Graduates 

 

Kevin Hutchins 

Graduates from West Forsyth High School 
 

Jimmy Jackson Cabaniss 

Graduates from UNC - School of the Arts and plans to attend UNC-G in the Fall. 

Prayer Concerns from Church Members 



 SEXTON, Tanner 06/01 

 FUEHLER, Clara 06/02 

 BODSFORD, Holly 06/03 

 ECHOLS, Wynona 06/03 

 GREGORY, Thomas 06/04 

 SPRING, Debbie 06/04 

 THOMPSON II, Blaine 06/04 

 MARTIN, Will 06/06 

 TUCK, Graham 06/06 

 EBERT, Velina 06/09 

 FOSTER, Catherine 06/09 

 SCOTT, Kim 06/11 

 VICARS, Janet 06/11 

 WHITE, Julie 06/12 

 ALBERT, Carole 06/13 

 HOLLIFIELD, Betty 06/13 

 MYERS, Wayne 06/13 

 NELSON Jr, Roman 06/14 

 WALKER, Tony 06/14 

 WOODS, Michael 06/14 

 BULLOCK, Judith 06/16 

 HILTON, Aubrey 06/16 

 HONEYCUTT, Jane 06/16 

 JONES, Nan 06/16 

 MCCAULEY, Debbie 06/17 

 LENNEN, Nicole 06/18 

 TUCK, Courtney 06/18 

 WATERS, Wayne 06/19 

 WILMOTH, Maddox 06/22 

 STUBBS, Dona 06/23 

 ATKINS, Kathy 06/24 

 FARLOW, Brandon 06/24 

 FARLOW, Landon 06/24 

 LARRIMORE Sr, Richard 06/24 

 ANGEL, Nick 06/25 

 SMITH, Jeffrey 06/25 

 COTTINGHAM, Mike 06/26 

 MARTZ, Irene 06/28 

 ELLIOTT, Benjamin 06/29 

 TYSON, Russ 06/29 

 YATES, Charles 06/29 

 CHURCH, Carson 06/30 

 OAKLEY, Gabriel 06/30 

Girl Scout Troop 13136 Updates: 

-The girls have been continuing to meet online in Zoom meetings at their regular time. 

-They look forward to the opportunity to work on their approved project of creating appropriate fire safety 

guidelines and tools for our fire pit between the Family Shelter and the Activity Building. 

-This group of girls anticipates bridging up from Brownies to Junior rank in October. 

 

Boy Scout Troop 944 Updates 

Unfortunately many events and activities were cancelled due to Covid 19. Here is what we’ve been up to 

and plan to do in the near future: 

    ⁃    The scouts have been been meeting online in Zoom meetings during the quarantine on Tuesday eve-

nings.  

    ⁃    Camp Raven Knob is offering free online merit badges for scouts. If you are interested they are accept-

ing $10 donations to help support this effort. You can donate here: https://www.ravenknob.com/online 

    ⁃    Many scouts plan to attend summer camp (with modifications to keep safe and healthy), which is de-

layed until July 5-11.  

    ⁃    Riley Tucker and Tully McKinley have earned the Rank of Eagle Scout and are awaiting their Courts of 

Honor, hopefully later this summer.  

We look forward to when things are back to normal and the boys can meet in person and resume activities. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

https://www.ravenknob.com/online
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