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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As we walk through Advent into Christmas and Epiphany in this strange and challenging 

season of life, the words of Isaiah 40 ring especially true. 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term,  

     that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out:  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,  

     make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;  

     the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.   

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,  

     for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 

See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;  

     his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.   

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,  

     and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

We’ll be sharing one of the hymns inspired by this passage of scripture during our service 

on November 29, “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”.  Its verses continue the 

theme:  “Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load;” and “see the 

token that God’s word is never broken.”  Comfort in this context is not our usual under-

standing of relaxation and being at ease.  It is the comfort of God, a comfort that chang-

es how we feel AND changes how we are.  It isn’t as simple as things being altered back 

to the way we long for them to be, a restoration of what has been comfortable for 

us.  The comfort of God is a move toward a way of being that is more than we can imag-

ine, the fulfillment of longing that is more than we have ever known - because it is an invi-

tation into God’s kingdom living.  One metaphor for this comfort is the good shepherd 

who has gathered the lambs into the embrace of his arms.  It is protection and peace, a 

harmony of creation. 
 

For most of us, as we walk through this season in ways that are so unfamiliar and unsettling 

for us, we have an opportunity to hear the words of the people of Israel and their longings 

during the wilderness seasons of scripture in new ways.  In Isaiah chapters 40-66, we hear 

the prophesies that seek to console the people during the Babylonian exile.  The comfort 

God is offering in this prophesy is for a people who have been taken away from their 

homes, forced to live in a foreign land, limited in their ability to practice their faith in the 

ways that are familiar to them.  But as even this Isaiah text itself shows us, they are a peo-

ple able to live their faith in prayer and sharing the stories that demonstrate the closeness 

of God through all their journeying.  They are still trusting and hoping in God’s care for 

them - even when everything is unfamiliar and unsettling. 
 

Most of us are experiencing at least a taste, if not more, of the sort of unsettling tumult 

that these exiles are struggling with during this season.  It is deeply unfamiliar and unset-

tling.  That is why a season that looks for the light, that seeks to watch the light of God 

grow brighter and brighter with each week, has held such an enduring place in the yearly 

cycle of our lives and all of creation.   
(Continued on the next page.) 



In every year, we recognize the ways that there is so much broken and unsettled, so we come into this season longing for God’s 

comfort.  And we often find our comfort in the ways that we experience tangible glimpses of it. 
 

In this year, it is harder than ever to experience those familiar glimpses of comfort, for all the ways that caring for our neighbors 

and ourselves should remind us to follow the good public health advice during this season.  But the message of Isaiah 40, that 

God’s comfort is coming - even in the midst of disruption so much more sweeping than what we are experiencing - might just be 

inviting us to a hope of something so much more transformative.  God’s comfort isn’t just an emotional lift to buoy us through the 

storms of life. God’s comfort comes and seeks to deal with the root causes of our despair, to bring us to greater wholeness - not 

just individually, but a wholeness that is intentionally communal.   
 

More than ever, this Advent season provides us with a wonderful invitation to hear the hopefulness of the people of God and the 

promises that God extends - even when we find ourselves in wildernesses.  It is an excellent time to “name” a star - a pinprick of 

joy and light - you see in each day.  Choosing to focus on such light is the sort of hopeful and transformative choice that can help 

lead us to receive God’s comfort.  May this hope of God’s comfort sustain you in these days. 
 

In Christ’s deep and abiding peace, 

Pastor Christy 

 
Joint Board Highlights - November 

The Joint Board convened on November 1 via a hybrid Zoom/in-person meeting to discuss matters of the congregation.  

• A recommended budget was presented and discussed in detail.  This budget, as discussed and amended, was approved. 

The next scheduled meeting of the Joint Board is set for December 6 at 2pm. 

 

Financial Update 

As of the end of October: 

General Contributions = $297,993 

Budgeted Expenditures = $368,949 

Year To Date Operating Funds* = $322,536 

 
*YTD Operating Funds includes both member contributions and all other sources that provide general fund income to the congregation 

(investments & perpetual income).  

Advent & Christmas Worship Plans 
 

As of this newsletter going to print, these are our current plans for the next few weeks of December.  

Given the current rise in local cases of Covid-19, we will be closely monitoring conditions and will communicate any  

changes as widely as possible. More information about the end of December and January will be shared in the  

bulletins and emailed updates of the congregation closer to those dates. 
 

Be sure to RSVP by December 15 for our Online Christmas Lovefeast & buns to go offerings or our in-person Candlelight Service offerings.  

We are asking for an RSVP this year so that we can be adequately prepared  

to have buns and candles ready for all who would like to join with us. 
 

You can call the church office or use the links for web-based forms listed below to RSVP. 

For our Church family we have options on Sunday, the 20th, or Thursday, the 24th: https://forms.gle/UALyrikohv4bXmko6 

For our larger Kernersville Community we have our Thursday, the 24th offerings: https://forms.gle/JmB3MEe2B6ENKJ3A7 
 

  December 6 - Advent 2                                December 13 - Advent 3 Communion 

  8:30 am Online Worship is available                   8:30 am Online Worship is available 

  10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary                           10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
 

December 20 - Advent 4 

8:30 am Online Worship is available 

10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 

(In-person worshippers will receive their odes,  

Lovefeast buns, and candles as they depart.) 
 

11:30 am - 12:30 pm Lovefeast Buns to Go 

Drive thru the Cherry Street Parking Lot to pick up your ode,  

Lovefeast bun, and candle, enjoy a band prelude, then… 
 

4:00 pm Online Christmas Lovefeast is available 

7:00 pm Candlelight Service 
 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 

2:00 - 4:00 pm Lovefeast Buns to Go 

Drive thru the Cherry Street Parking Lot to pick up your ode,  

Lovefeast bun, and candle. 
 

5:00 pm Online Christmas Lovefeast is available 

8:00pm Outdoor Candlelight Service 

https://forms.gle/UALyrikohv4bXmko6
https://forms.gle/JmB3MEe2B6ENKJ3A7


Returning to our Sanctuary 
 

We are now offering an in-person Worship Service in our Sanctuary at 10 o’clock on Sunday morning. 
 

Important Details as We Move Indoors: 

• Mask use is required throughout your time in the Church Building, including for the duration of the worship service. 

This enables Pastor Christy to remove her mask for leading worship behind the temporary plexiglass screen at the 

pulpit and is the best way to reduce Pastor Christy’s exposure as she also interacts with those who are not yet 

ready to attend an in-person gathering. 

• Pews draped with the burgundy ropes, typically used during communion, should remain unoccupied. 

• All available seating positions are marked with a blue dot, 1 person per dot marker.                                    

  Various groupings of dots are indicated:                                                                         

1 dot = intended for a single person,                                                                             

2 dots = a couple or 2 individuals who have ridden to church together,               

3 dots = a household group of 3 or more persons 

• Please enter for worship ONLY through the Fellowship Hall entryway facing Main Street.   

If you attend and have mobility challenges, please park in the handicapped spaces along Main Street.  If these 

spaces fill and you need to park in the Cherry Street lot, elevator use for those needing it will be available. 

• Observe 6 ft of distancing and enter the Narthex from the Fellowship Hall, one household at a time, as the greeter  

  stationed in the Narthex invites you to proceed.   

They will sign you in, will have communion kits on Sundays when we commune, and will have the gold box for 

dropping off tithes and offerings. 

• Another greeter will await you in the Sanctuary and will help direct you to open seats.   

• At the conclusion of worship, please wait until your pew is invited to depart by either the pastor or a greeter. 

• If you wish to leave a child in care during a service, please RSVP through the church office by noon on Thursday prior 

 to Sunday’s service. 
 

We will continue to offer a full online worship service made available to you at 8:30am every Sunday morning.   
 

In coming weeks, once our live-streaming equipment is installed, we will notify you of the switch to a live broadcast  

of our 10am Sunday Worship and when the recording of those services will be published each week. 

 

 

General Church Campus Guidelines 
 

Due to Covid-19, Kernersville Moravian requests the following during this time: 

 

For Individuals: 

• Office hours are 8:00 am to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday. 

  Drop-in visits are encouraged between 8:00 - 12noon 

   Appointments are encouraged after 12noon so they can be coordinated with staff lunches and 

  others completing work or tasks in the building. 
 

• You can reach staff by phone at (336) 993-3620 between 8:00am and 5:00pm; please leave a message if your 

 call is not immediately answered. 

 

• The Cherry Street Entry serves as our primary entrance.  Please enter at that doorway and: 

 Sign-in on the clipboard during your visit. 

 Masks are required.  If you do not have a mask, one will be provided to you via the basket at the  

 Cherry Street Entry. 

 Please remember to maintain social distancing while you are here. 

 Please remember to wash or sanitize your hands. 

 

For Small Group Gatherings: 

Areas available at this time for reservation: 

• On the church grounds, in the area used for Outdoor Worship, for up to 50 people 

• Under the Family Shelter for up to 25 people 

• In the Activity Building for up to 15 people (you may decide which room you use)  

• In the Fellowship Hall with use of the Narthex restrooms for up to 25 people 

 

Requests should be made in advance through the church office.   

Once a reservation is made, groups will be expected to follow these basic guidelines: 

  1 - Masks are expected     2 - Maintain 6 ft. of social distancing 

  3 - Sign-in that you attended    4 - Wash or Sanitize your hands 

    5 - Sanitize the high touch surfaces of the meeting space 



 



Advent Traditions @ Home Kits 

Each Saturday of Advent, we’ll be sharing a video tutorial that anyone can use to share in these traditions as a 

weekly devotional during the season.  You’ll simply have to gather supplies to use for yourself. 
 

For those with a kit, we've included a brief devotional sheet for each week with a scripture reading and hymn 

selection paired with it.  You'll also find a page of stars to use as a simple prayer or blessing journal, use the star 

labeled for each date between November 29 and December 24 to record something you are praying for or a 

blessing you feel grateful to have received. 
 

Your kits have the basic materials and instruction sheets to make the 4 crafts, but remember you may need to 

gather a few things to supplement what's included - evergreens, berries, or pine cones to add to your wreath; 

markers, fabric scraps, or paint for your peg people putz scene, for example.  Again, each Saturday during the 

Advent season, we will post and share a tutorial video demonstrating one of the 4 traditional crafts included in 

your kit.  Those who've signed up will receive an email link and we'll also post these videos on the Kernersville Mo-

ravian Facebook page. 

 

   Week 1 - Advent Wreath 

   Week 2 - Christingle 

   Week 3 - Peg People Putz 

   Week 4 - Paper Stars 

 Troop 944 Update 

• Popcorn (and peanut, etc.) orders are in! If you haven’t 

received your order yet, please let us know. Thank you 

again for your response in helping us with this fundraiser 

and for additional donations, as well.  

 

• We continue to meet at the church picnic shelter, limit-

ing the number of people and wearing our masks. The 

boys are thankful to have a place to meet weekly, and 

they like being outside after all the online learning! 

 
• Our troop is still going strong and has even added a new 

member, Ethan Tartar. We welcome him and are glad 

the scouts of our troop are continuing to come despite 

the epidemic.  

 

• We are thankful that Tommy Hodgins’ father has donat-

ed four canoes for our troop. This is an amazing donation 

and our scouts will be able to use them for many activi-

ties and adventures. We are in need of at least eight sets 

of paddles. Please let us know if you have paddles that 

are no longer in use that could be donated or if you 

know someone who could provide a discount on an 

order. Thank you in advance! 

 

• Many December events are cancelled so we won’t be 

participating in normal Christmas activities thanks to 

Covid-19.  

 

• The boys are going to start preparing for the Klondike 

Derby, which is planned for January 15-17, 2021. They will 

work on skills that may have gotten rusty during quaran-

tine.  

 
• The annual Scouting for Food Drive will be here before 

we know it on February 6, 2021. The boys will be gearing 

up in January to begin their food collections so if you are 

heading to the store or going through cabinets, we will 

gladly take any nonperishables. Let’s see if we can beat 

2020’s 1,023 pounds!  

 
• Thank you always for your continued interest and sup-

port of our Boy Scouts! 



Kristin Halbert 

Laura Smith                                                   

Lilly Tyson                                    

Mac McInville 

Crystal Laverde                

Brad Sherrill                                  

Priscilla Baumgardner       

Mike Long       

Tonia Crews 

Evan Cooke 

Herman James 

Tabatha Kavalew 

Lessy McCauley 

Claire Coffey 

Robert Leese 

Mike Stone 

John D. Gignac 

Bobbie Hendrick 

Donna Lynn Schinneck 

Sailor Moses 

Will & Lauren Lewis 

Ronnie Yow 

Bethany Smith 

Mark Hoppe  

Joshua Brent 

Donnie Shelton 

Ethan Davis 

Joan Blalock 

Mike Gauldin                                                                      

Harold Atkins                    

Linda Kirkman                                                                   

David Teague 

Hilda Richardson                                                                 

Sandra Heist                                                                                                                                         

Betty Hollifield                                                                       

Jean Pierce                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jeannie Rowland                                                               

Linda Holder                                                                             

Sheila Lennen                                                                     

Josephine Onyemelukewe                                             

Dick Larrimore                                                                                                               

Gary & Sylvia Lewis                                                                

Lee Hewitt 

John Brown 

Pray for our Church and our Pastor                                                                                           

Prayer Concerns from Friends & Family 

From the Community Outreach Committee 
 

We gives thanks to everyone who participated in helping us provide snacks for our Kernersville Police Department 

and school supplies for Kernersville Elementary School. We were also able to provide pizza on two occasions to be 

able to feed all the Kernersville Police Officers and staff in October. Thanks also for those of you who have been con-

tributing to the hallway baskets for our local ministries.  
 

Vicky Yates helped organize and collect for the 41st annual Crop Walk for Hunger in Forsyth County. On Sunday,  

October 18, a dozen walkers gathered for a walk around the Church Campus symbolizing distances some have to 

walk every day for food and water. Thanks to the help of Matthew Hyde, Jonathan Hyde, Miles Clore, and all those 

who donated made it possible for KMC to collect over $1,000!! Our support will help this worthy cause which is so im-

portant during these challenging economic times. 
 

We have around 120 applicants for our 2020 Kernersville Christmas Stocking fund. We depend on the generosity of 

our church and local community  to support this ministry. We are concerned that donations may be down due to 

churches not being open for in person worship, but are encouraged by some early donations we have received. 

Thank you to those members who have already sent in a contribution. Our distribution days will be Friday, December 

4th (3:30-6:00) and Saturday, December 5th (9:00-12:00). We will be providing a completely curbside distribution this 

year. If any church member would like to participate and assist our small committee’s members with either day, 
please reach out to a COC member (Lynn Zimmerman, Suellen Thompson, Vicky Yates, Cletra Wormley, Susan Butler, 

Sylvia Ford and Monte Bredal) to let us know the day you can work.  
 

Please continue to drop off your change (in a bag or jar) for our Samaritan Ministries Annual Penny Campaign. You 

can also send in contributions to KMC Community Outreach with "Penny Campaign" on the memo line or contribute 

directly online. Here is a link to their website: https://www.samaritanforsyth.org/pennycampaign. Per their website, It 

takes only 281 pennies to provide one meal and 2,774 pennies to provide a night of shelter for a homeless neighbor. 

So every donation makes a difference. 
 

Community Outreach would also like to consider reopening our blessing box in early in 2021, but we need to know 

our church community would be willing to support this by contributing to the box but also by agreeing to adopt the 

box for a month which would require individuals or groups to check on the box periodically. This is mostly to be sure 

everything looks okay. COC would take on the responsibility of making sure each month is      covered and would 

of course take a few months each year of oversight.  If church members are in agreement we would talk about post-

ing some suggestions for items to be in the box and maybe items to avoid. All church       members would be encour-

aged to contribute appropriate items throughout the year to keep the box stocked. Let us know if you are interested 

in helping or taking a turn “adopting” the blessing box by emailing or calling Jen in the church office. 

Prayer Concerns from Church Members 

We are updating our prayer concern list for family and friends. If you have requested one of the names on the 

friends and family list, please call us at the church office to give us an updated status. 

https://www.samaritanforsyth.org/pennycampaign


Shining a light on LOVE! Thanks to our Moravian Stars! 

 

Be the light. Be a Moravian Star. In a time when light can be hard to find, there are still plenty of our fellow humans 

out there shining light into dark places and fulfilling the scriptural command to love your neighbor as yourself. Let’s 

transform the world with love and be the light… 

 

BCM is seeking those who are making a difference in their community through both small and big acts of  

kindness. Please use this link, https://www.moravian.org/bcm/2020/06/16/bemoravianstars/ 

to nominate someone for this recognition. We will “star” the yards of those nominated to honor them for their gen-

erosity and love for their neighbor. Then, we will feature their good deeds on our social media channels and web-

site. If you have any questions, please contact the BCM at BCM@MCSP.org 

 

Please complete this brief form below to nominate individuals and organizations for #BeMoravianStars! If you have 

images/videos you would like to include with your nominations, please upload them to the following link. 

https://www.moravian.org/bcm/2020/06/16/bemoravianstars/ 

HYDE, Beth 12/01 

LONG, Wyatt 12/01 

GRUBBS, Jason 12/02 

ROBERTSON, Jane 12/03 

MABE, Ethel 12/04 

WOLFE, Mindy 12/05 

MEADOWS, Isaac 12/07 

YATES, Natalie 12/07 

MANEY, Jerry 12/08 

THOMAS, Lauren 12/08 

GAULDIN, Brittney 12/10 

GONZALEZ, Laura 12/10 

YOUNG, Harold 12/10 

TATUM, Diane 12/11 

ECHOLS, Paul 12/12 

LONG, Duane 12/13 

SMITH, Charlotte 12/13 

HONEYCUTT, Ben 12/14 

SHEPARD, Chris 12/14 

BASIM, Debbie 12/15 
CRUMPACKER, Jackson 12/15 

LEVENS, Jo 12/15 

MARTIN, Jamie 12/16 

STEPHENS, Dustin 12/17 

COLEMAN, Thomas 12/18 

THOMAS, Cameron 12/18 

HARTNESS, Diana 12/19 

MARTIN, Brenda 12/19 

THOMPSON, Macy 12/19 

GIBSON, G.W. 12/20 

SHARPE, Ellen 12/20 

LONG, Amy 12/22 

SEXTON, Robert 12/22 

WOLFE, Bryan 12/23 

HAYES, Larry 12/24 

FORD, Annie 12/27 

SHREWSBURY, Tyler 12/27 

MARTIN, Alex 12/28 

MARTIN, Lexi 12/28 

OAKLEY, Wendy 12/28 

WALKER, Austin 12/28 

WALL, Diane 12/28 

SHORE, Joy 12/29 

SHORE, Sarah 12/30 

BULMER, Dana 12/31 
SHREWSBURY, Clifford 1/01 

SMITH, Elijah 01/01 

MASTEN, Shelia 01/02 

THOMPSON, Chris 01/02 

BREDAL, Monte 01/03 

BURKE, Margaret 01/04 

SPRING, Hannah 01/05 

STAFFORD, Molly 01/06 

STEELMAN, Angelica 1/06 

TYSON, Brenda 01/08 

WOLFE, Bobbie 01/08 

MANEY, Shirley 01/09 

CLARKE, Hyacinth 01/10 

HOLBROOK, Susan 01/10 

LEWIS, Gary 01/10 

MOORE, Irene 01/12 

SIMMONS, Syretta 01/12 

SIMON, Kelsey 01/12 
SMITHERMAN, Heather 1/12 

SWAIN, Mike 01/14 

BROWN, John 01/15 

SMITH, Teresa 01/15 

WOLFE, Cary 01/15 

JAMES, Carol 01/16 

LYNCH, Alice 01/17 
SMITHERMAN, Katherine 1/17 

WELBORN, Jane 01/17 

GRUBBS, Gwyn 01/18 

PARRIS, Robbie 01/18 

EDMISTEN, Andrew 01/19 

HEIST, Paul 01/19 

RISING, Michelle 01/19 

FLYNT, Holli 01/20 

EBERT, Steve 01/21 

ECHOLS, Brandon 01/21 

ALBERT, Jack 01/22 

GAULDIN, Michael 01/22 

FLETCHER, Jason 01/23 

FLETCHER, Sara 01/23 

HALL, Sandra 01/24 

TUCK, Karis 01/25 

FLYNT, Marsha 01/27 

BODSFORD, Amber 01/28 

VANCE, Ryan 01/28 

SCOTT, Jill 01/29 

SHREWSBURY, Jenny 1/29 

BODSFORD, Wade 01/30 

HYDE, Jonathan 01/30 

HIATT, Crissman 01/31 

mailto:BCM@MCSP.org


Board of World Mission Update on  

Hurricanes Eta and Iota 

November 17, 2020 

 
 

On Tuesday, November 17, 2020, Hurricane Iota slammed into Nicaragua's northeastern coast, making landfall near 

Haulover, just south of Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua, as a category 4 storm with top winds at 155 mph. This is almost precise-

ly the same spot that Hurricane Eta hit just two weeks ago.  Extensive damage from life-threatening storm surge, high 

winds, and rain has affected Nicaragua and Honduras just to the north.  

 

Recovery efforts from Hurricane Eta were in full swing when this second storm hit.  The BWM mission has already released 

$30,000 in aid to Provincial church leaders in both countries, and food and emergency supplies have begun to arrive.  But 

with the second storm doing even more damage to roads, bridges, and airport landing strips, moving these needed mate-

rials has been difficult.   

 

In Nicaragua, residents of the small towns such as Wawa Bar and Haulover were evacuated to Puerto 

Cabezas and are being housed in churches and schools.  There are over 700 such refugees so far.  

Conditions are crowded, and no doubt have been made even less hospitable given this latest storm.   

 

In Honduras, villages all along the seacoast such as Ují, Puswaia, Krata, Yauhrabila, Kruta, Irlaya, Benk, 

Raya, have been evacuated to Puerto Lempira schools.  The national government's disaster agency, COPECO, is working 

in Lempira, and the municipal government is also trying to help, but it is not enough.  Because of his extensive contacts in 

the region, Brother Rick Nelson is now helping coordinate the BWM relief effort in both countries.  He has had comprehen-

sive conversations with Provincial leaders and relief agencies such as Mission Aviation Fellowship, Feed the Hungry, Habitat 

for Humanity, and others to get more aid into these areas.   

 

The most critical needs continue to be food, clean water, medicine, and materials for temporary shel-

ters and damaged homes.  The Board of World Mission needs your help to bring these needed re-

sources to the people that need it right now.  

 

We ask for your continued support of the Moravian Disaster Response fund, which allows the BWM to 

respond to disasters immediately with funds for emergency needs, as well as ongoing rebuilding projects.  US residents can 

send donations to The Board of World Mission, 1021 Center St.  Bethlehem, PA 18018.  Canadian residents can send gifts to 

The Moravian Church in Canada, 600 Acadia Drive SE, Calgary, AB T2J 0B8.  

 

To give online by going to www.moravianmission.org/give  Please mark your donation, "For MDR." 

http://www.moravianmission.org/give

